Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 SINGAP 00023 050821Z 

17 

ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 10-10 

OMB-01 EB-07 /074W 

106081 

R 050710Z IAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY SINGAPORE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4241 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SINGAPORE 0023 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: EGEN, PINT, SN, ASEAN 

SUBJECT: GOS NEW YEAR WORDS AND DEEDS 

1 . PRIME MINISTER LEE'S BRIEF NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE (SEE PARAS 2-4) 
WAS OVERSHAWDOWED BY DECEMBER 31 ANNOUNCEMENT OF HARSH 
GOVERNMENT MEASURES DESIGNED TO REDUCE AUTOMOBILE 
POPULATION (SEPTEL). GNASHING OF TEETH AND WRINGING 

OF HANDS BY BROAD SECTORS OF SINGAPORE POPULATION 
BROUGHT ABOUT BY THE INCREASED LEVIES ON AUTOMOBILE 
OWNERSHIP LENT SPECIAL POIGNANCY TO LEE'S EXPRESSED 
HOPE THAT "WE SHOULD DO BETTER NEXT YEAR." 

2. LATTER REMARK WAS MADE IN CONTEST OF STATEMENT IN PM'S 
NEW YEAR MESSAGE THAT REAL GDP GROWTH IN 1975 AMOUNTED TO 
4.2 PERCENT. IF LATTER PRELIMINARY FIGURE IS CONFIRMED BY 
DEFINITIVE DATA, IT WOULD SIGNIFY THAT ECONOMY EXPANDED AT 
SATISFACTORY RATE DURING SECOND HALF AFTER A FLAT FIRST 
SIX MONTHS. RELATIVELY FAVORABLE RESULT WAS ATTRIBUTD 

TO HARD WORK, AS WELL AS ANTICIPATION OF PROBLEMS 
AND WILLINGNESS OF GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE TO TAKE 
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3. LEE'S MESSAGE ALSO MADE NOW FAIRLY STANDARD, BUT 
PERFUNCTORY, PITCH FOR ASEAN. REFERRING TO DISPARATE 
CONDITIONS EXISTING IN ASEAN COUNTRIES, LEE ASSERTED THAT 
ASEAN COOPERATION IN ECONOMIC AND OTHER FIELDS COULD 
ENSURE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, THEREBY AMELIORATING 
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PROBLEMS AND BLUNTING 
THE THRUST OF GUERRILLA INSURGENCIES. 

4. ALTHOUGH MESSAGE GENERALLY ACCENTUATED THE POSITIVE, 
LEE DID CAUTION SINGAPOREANS AGAINST COMPLACENCY. 

HIGHLY CONSCIOUS OF POLITICAL AND SECURITY UNCERTAINTIES 
IN MALAYSIA AND THAILAND AND OF DETERIORATION IN 
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH INDONESIA, LEE WARNED HIS 
LISTENERS TO PREPARE THEMSELVES PSYCHOLOGICALLY FOR THE 
SHOCK OF THE UNEXPECTED AND SEEMINGLY INSURMOUNTABLE. 
ASIDE FROM GENERAL COMMENT THAT EACH ASEAN COUNTRY HAD 
ITS OWN PARTICULAR PROBLEMS, HE REFRAINED FROM 
MENTIONING PROBLEMS IN OR RELATIONS WITH ANY SPECIFIC 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES. 
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